A    HAPPY    WARRIOR

Egyptian foot serving under the King used long
wooden shields covering the whole body. A conflict
of such vast numbers gathered on one small spot was
sure in those days to be bloody with death. Armed
with arrows, spear, or sword, a man was compelled
to kill or be killed or run away, exposing his back to
the sword or spear of the pursuer. In a battle like
this of Cunaxa (Xenophon does not mention the since
accepted name) there was no cover, and the slaughter
would probably be greater than on any single day of a
modern engagement.

Just before the fronts closed Cyrus asked Clearchus
to transfer his Greeks to the centre where he was him-
self with a bodyguard of horse ; but Clearchus re-
fused, being unwilling to change position in the very
front of the approaching enemy and to deprive his
right flank of the river's protection. As a soldier he
was right to refuse, but if only he had obeyed, the
course of history might have been altered. For if
Cyrus, supported by Greeks, had then become the
Great King, Alexander's invasion of Persia seventy
years later might have failed.

When the Persian front, silently advancing, had
come within striking distance of about half a mile (the
Athenians charged over an even longer distance at
Marathon), Clearchus called upon his Greeks, and
they charged at the double, shouting or singing their
psean. Except for the Satrap Tissaphernes with a
body of horse, the Persians did not even await the
onset of Hellenic swords, but ran back in confusion,
making their slaughter an easy matter. The King,
confused by crowds in the centre, did not perceive this
retreat on his left, but commanded the host on his right
to swarm round the exposed left flank of the Persians
under Cyrus with his superior numbers. He thus
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